Surgical infections in the critically ill.
Surgical infections in the critically ill patient population are a significant cause of morbidity and mortality. Intra-abdominal and surgical soft-tissue infections are responsible for a significant proportion of the disease burden. Multiple risk factors have been identified that are associated with the development of surgical infections and subsequent morbidity and mortality. The microbiologic spectrum associated with these infections is broad and is determined by the site from which the infection arises and whether the infection is community acquired or nosocomial in origin. The diagnosis and management of these infections require a high index of suspicion, prompt surgical intervention, and adequate antibiotic therapy and resuscitation. Therefore, these infections present a challenge to the intensivist caring for a critically ill patient.